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23 March 1970 


Dear Iras 


The paper on “Deterrence” which you sent to me, I 
found to be extremely interesting. I have read and reeread it, 
and find nothing in it that I can disagree with, but practically 
all of it I most emphatically agree with. 


The absurdity of assuming that any power-hungry (at this 
time the Soviets) nation or agglomeration will have its power 
hunger assuaged by protestations of friendship and voluntary 
disarmament by its chief target, is obviously not accepted op 
understood by most of our “intellectuals”, They simply do not 
understand human nature, or even their own instincts, because 
most of them really are seeking more power over others. They, 
at the same time, are opposed to competition, and are too 
"intellectual" to realize that without it any society will rot. 


The Fulbrights, MeCarthys, MeGoverns, Kennedys and 
Symingtons, to classify a few, criticize practically every 
foreign policy move made by an administration (except their pet 
one), but so far have not proposed any comprehensive foreign 
policy that they believe will work, to replace the one that they 
say is weak, and that they have had a prominent part in weakening. 
They tear down, but offer nothing in replacement. 


The spectacle of Symington publicly stating in a TV 
interview “Nobody's going to attack the United States so long as 
we have militarily the strategic position we have today", is 
exemplary of much of the fuzzy thinking or plain hypocrisy that 
is so prevalent in those circles today. Whether stupidity or 
hypocrisy is the genesis of such a statement is beside the point. 
The point is that such a statement is a conscious or unconscious 
attempt to mislead the public by a person of high position in 
our Government, and who should know better. 


Because of his “military service", Symington of all 
people, should know that public debate of details of either 
proposed or officiallyy adopted national strategy, can only help 
our opponents, but he seems to favor public debate. He decries 
both our deployment of MIRV and our support of Viet-Nam as 
jeopardizing the SALT negotiations, and almost in the same breath 
he advocates furnishing Phantoms to Israel. 





One of our principal obstacles to attaining a 
relatively stable balance of power and the peace that goes 
with it, is the mouthings of irresponsible and hypocritical 
people in positions of political influence who use national 
security as a pawn in the game of internal national politics. 
These people are advancing the strategy of our opponents for 
purely selfish reasons. Again, they are after personal power, 
plus, in some cases I believe, perpetuation of the perquisites 
that go with power. They loudly advocate negotiation as a 
means of achieving balance, but at the same time they make 
statements that in effect tell our opponents that if they 
are smart they will not agree to any compromises. If they 
hold out long enough they will get everything they ask for. 


Democracy as the U. S. practises it, is the best 
form of Government yet devised by man. Howver, like man it 
has some strong inherent weaknesses. It carries within it 
very fertile seeds of self-destruction. Hypecritical and 
inept public officials, through their freedom to be hypocritical 
and irresponsible, can finally act to destroy the very freedom 
that enables them to be hypocritical and irresponsible. Once 
the people lose the will to protect their freedom, at the cost 
of their lives if need be, the end result can only be autocracy, 
either of our own making, or that of an erstwhile enemys 


The paper on “Deterrence” and the transcript of the 
Symington interview are returned herewith. I am sorry that IT 
did not have the presence of mind to tape the Symington 
interview, because I am reasonably certain that a detail or 
two was deletéd in transcription, but now I can't prove it. 


Many thanks for sending the papers to me. I hope 
that my ramblings that they inspired will not bore you. 


With my best regards. 


Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker 
1612 K Street, N. ¥. 
Washington, D. C. 
20006 


























IRA C. EAKER 
1612 K STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 
STERLING 3.3280 


March 4, 1970 


Dear Orval: 


Thanks very much for your kindly remarks 
about my "Demagogue" piece. It is encouragement 
Such as yours which keeps me going. I value your 
observations more than most other favorable comment 
I get, because I am well aware of your extensive 
reading and the time and effort you put in over 
concerns about the security of our country and the 
welfare of our people. 


I am always hopeful you will) offer suggestions 
for column titles on current subjects in the national 
security area, along with ideas and discussions on 
the subject. 





I am inclosing a copy of a piece on "Deterrence" 
which I recently ran across. I found it most interesting 
and I hope you agree that it is worth reading. 


Sincerely, 









ira C. Baker 
Lt. Gen., USAF (Ret.) 






General Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 





IRA C. EAKER 
1612 K STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 
STERLING 3-3280 


March 18, 1970 


Dear Orval: 


a 


I was able to get a copy of the Symington 
interview on "Face the Nation" last Sunday, and it 
is inclosed. I share your expression of yesterday 
respecting it. To suggest that we can negotiate 
satisfactorily about Laos or Vietnam after being 
defeated and having to withdraw our military effort 
from there is complete nonsense, to my mind. 


I am sending you soon a couple of pieces I 
read recently which had an especial appeal to me, 
and I am hoping you enjoy them as I did. 


With every good wish, as always. 





ira C. Eaker 
t. Gen., USAF (Ret.) 


General Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 








THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON- 


February 24, 1970 


Dear General Cook: 


It was thoughtful of you and Mrs. Cook 
to let me have your kind remarks about 
my press conference on January 30. I 
enjoyed hearing from you and I want you 
to know how much I appreciate your 
encouragement. 


With my best wishes, 


Sincerely, 


General Orval R. Cook, USAF, Ret. 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 
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General Orval R. Cook, USAF, Ret. 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 





30 January 1970 


Hon. Richard M. Nixon 
President of the United States 
The White House 

Washington, De Ce 


Dear Mr. President: 


As two of the heretofore too silent 
majority, my wife and I want you to know how 
refreshing and stimulating it is to hear our 
President speak as candidly, forthrightly and 
courageously as you do, and especially as you 
did this evening during your press conference. 


We believe that the average American 
is quite intelligent and discerning, and that 
he and she are very good at distinguishing 
between honesty and dissemblance, and between 
courage and fear, and that as a result you 
have the loyal support of most of our citizens. 


This country sorely needs leadership 
such as you now sre giving it, and which it has 
not had for at least ten years. 

May your health and your er 
both continue to be stronz. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Orval Re Cook 


January 31, 1969 


The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 

Minority Leader - House of Representatives 
House Office Building 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Jerry: 


It is very likely that you have seen the enclosed article from the 

Grand Rapids Press entitled ''Low Chinese Crime Rate Impresses 
Asian Writer.'"' The thought occurred to me that it would be a. 
profitable investment if our Government were to research this area 

te see how other societies have coped with modern-day crime problems. 
Many study commissions are confined to our own problems, so it might 
be refreshing to learn what others are doing. Perhaps this type of 
approach is already being followed, but mpvertheless I thought I would 
call it to your attention. 


Shortly you will be receiving an secibasséd to our annual Economic 
Forum which will be held at 3:30 p.m. on March 4 in the Regency 
Room of the Shoreham Hotel. The General and I would like to have 
you join us on the platform. There will be a cocktail period following 
the addresses of our three prominent speakers. 


Sincerely, 


: 





J. Schuiling 
Pe ent - Banking ss tgs 


WJIS/cne 
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GERALD R.FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
» FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHERRY STREET SE. 


GRAND RaPiIDs 
ZIP 49502 


Congress of the Anited States 
Office of the Minority Leader 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, B.C. 20515 


January 31, 1969 


Orval R. Cook 

General USAF (Ret.) 

6319 Crosswoods Drive 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 

Dear General Cook, 

While your letter has been on my desk too long, I want you to know 
that I appretiated your suggestion concerning the ambassadorship to 


Mexico. 


Accordingly, you may be interested in seeing the enclosed copy of 
the letter I sent on January 21 to Secretary Rogers. 


Kindest regards. 


asm £ “244 
/ 


Gerald/R. Fo M.C. 


GRF:r 


Encl. 
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GERALD R.FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHERRY STREET SE. 
x GRAND RapPips 

ZIP 49502 


Congress of the Anited States 
Office of the Minority Leader 


House of Representatives 
Washington, B.C. 20515 


January 21, 1969 


Honorabie William FP. Rogers 
Secretary of State 

U. S. Department of State 
Washineton, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 

As you know I had many contacts with Dudley Sharp when he was 
Secretary of the Air Force and I served on the Subcommittee on 
Appropriations for the Department of Defense. 

I share the view of General Orval R. Cook as expressed in his 
letter of January 14, a copy of which is attached. I agree 
that Dudley Sharp would make an excellent Ambassador. 
Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford, M.C. 


GRF:mr 
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14 January 1969 


Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
Cannon House Office Building 
Room H-230 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Ford: 


Yesterday I learned that Mr. Dudley Sharp, Secretary 

of The Air Force during the latter part of the Eisenhower 
Administration, would like to be considered for the post 
of United States Ambassador to Mexico. 


I have known Mr. Sharp both officially and socially since 
he first joined the Air Force secretariat. In my opinion 
he was the best Secretary the Air Force ever has had. 
He is quietly firm, resourceful and objective. Having 
known numerous ambassadors during my past career, 

I believe Mr. Sharp would render exceptionally able 
service as Ambassador to Mexico, and I strongly 
recommend that he be given that post by Mr. Nixon. 


Sincerely, 


Orval R. Cook 
General USAF (Ret.) 


December 23, 1968 





12141 5. &. 16th Street 
Bellevue, Washington 98004 


General Orval R. Cook, USAF (Ret) 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear General Cook, 


The copy of your kind letter to Jerry Ford arrived today and I want to thank 
you for your valvable assistance. It was perfect and coming from you it will 
be invaluable. 


It is difficult to cover a period of thirty years without getting involved 
in many details and a lot of paper, end writing resume's is not my forte. 
It was for these reasons that I decided to request your help. The attached 
letter to Jerry delineates the approach I have taken. 


There is no way to know what the results of these efforts will be. Fut the 
challenge put to me cited Secretary Lovett's appraisal for qualified people 
in the Defense Department: "It takes a long time for an able man, without 
previous military service of some importence and experience in Government, 
to catch up with his job. At a guess, I would say he could pay dividends 
to the Government in about two years." Win or lose, I am glad I accepted 
the challenge. 


Again, I am deeply indebted to you for your fine assistance. 


Betty joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Cook a Merry Christmas and a healthy 
and prosperous New Year. 


Cordially, 





Attachment 





GERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 Cuerry Street SE. 


GRAND RapPips 
Zip 49502 


Congress of the Anited States 
Office of the Minority Leader 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, B.C. 20515 


December 18, 1968 


Orval R. Cook 

General USAF (Ret.) 

6319 Crosswoods Drive 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear General Cook: 

Many thanks for your letter of December 16. I can assure you that 

I share the high regard which you have for Lt. Col. Lyle C. Freed, 
USAF (Ret.) 

I am contacting not only the President-elect's personal staff in 
connection with Lyle, but I am also talking to Melvin Laird concerning 
his interest in the Department of Defense. 


Warmest regards. 


Sincerely), 











December 16, 1968 


12141 S. E. 16th Street - 
Bellevue, Wash. 98004 


The Honorable 
Gerald R. Ford, M. C. 
Office of the Minority Leader 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

\ 
Dear Jerry, 

As you requested attached is a copy of my letter and resume to 
Harry Flemming. 

I realize that the weighted factors which will determine my suita- 
bility for this top assignment have to come from the professional 
references and your personal endorsement. The manner in which these 
references are received, will afford you an opportunity to pass judgement 
prior to the time your recommendations are submitted to Harry Flemming. 
This was my primary reason for having the references addressed to your 
personal attention. 


If selected, I have every confidence that I will be an asset to the new 


Administration. 


co 


My heartfelt appreciation for your very fine assistance. 


Warmest personal regards, 


Lyl¢é C. Freed 
/ 


/ 
wv 


Attachments 





16 December 1968 


The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, M. C. 
Office of the Minority Leader 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Mr. Fords 
| Recently I have been informed that Lt. Col. 


lyle C. Preed, USAF (Ret), is being considered for appointment 
to a position of responsibility in the new Administration. 


I have known Col. Freed since the early days of 
World Way II, and have observed his work and performance in 
various positions of responsibility up to about 1954. During 
that period of time some of his work was accomplished under 
my direct and indirect supervision. I rely on information 
from friends for appraisal of his performance from 1954 to 
the present. 


Preed is energetic, intelligent and resourceful. 
In my association with him, and observation of his work, I 
never have had occasion to question his honesty or integrity, 
both of which I believe to be ef the highest order. He has 
has broad experience in Defense procurement and production, 
perticularly in the aerospace field, and in which “ consider 
him to be unusually well qualified. 


I take great pleasure in recommending Iyle C. 
Freed for appointment to a position of responsibility related 
to the field in which he is so well qualified. I believe he 
would perform outstandingly well. 

With my best regards, 


Sincerely, 


Orval R. Cook 
General USAF (Ret) 





December 8, 1968 


12141 S. B. 16th Street 
Bellevue, Washington 98004 


Generel Orval R. Cook, USAF (Ret) 


6319 Crossroads Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear General Cook, 


This is to request a favor. I am being considered for appointment in the 

new Administration and it has been requested that some professionel references 
be submitted to help determine my competence for a top level assignment. 
Letters should be addressed to: 


The Honorable 

Gerald R. Ford, M. C. 

Office of the Minority Leader 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. (20515 


You and General Wolfe are two of the very few people who can cover my back- 
ground in depth and I have prepared the attached brief to help refresh your 
memory. You gave me an important assignment in 1942, when you visited Carl 
Brandt (as AFPR at Consolidated) in San Diego just prior to President 
Roosevelt's visit. That was a time when we had Lindberg Field litterally 
saturated with B-24's end Ivas given the task of getting most of them over 
to Tucson out of sight by rotating equipment shortages from one airplane to 
another. I got a lot of flying time but not much sleep over a two week 
period. Nothing in that effort qualifies me for the assignment for which 

I eam now being considered but it sure establishes a period when we had some 
official business to conduct. 

If possible, I would like to have you cover as much of my background as you 
deem fit. I am only requesting assistance from you and people like General's 
Wolfe and Bradley, with whom I have been closely associated in an official 
capacity. 1 have talked briefly with Eob Lyons about the status of my being 
considered for assignment but I don't intend to ask him to submit anything 
in writing as that wouldn't be prudent. But there is no reason why you 
can't get his thoughts on the matter. 


Nothing definite has been offered in the way of a position but I have been 
told thet it could be as Bob Charles replacement or similar post. You know 
the requirement and you know my abilities. Jerry Ford is a close personal 
friend, so you can be as forthright as you might care to be. I will trust 
my case to your good judgement. My only purpose is to have my true qualifi- 
cations submitted for consideration. I am open to and advice you might care 
to offer. 


With warmest personal regards 


Cordially, 





Attachment 
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BACKGROUND BRIEF - LYLM C. FREED 


Joined Douglas Aircraft in late 1930s at the time the airplane was being 
evaluated as a modern weapon in the military arsenal. Became intimately. 
associated with all major programs under development and in production at 
Douglas which included the DC-3/C-47, B-18/H-23, B-19, DB-7/a-20, pDo-4./C-54% 
and A-26 gircreft. Also pleyed a major role in duplicating B-17 engineering 
data and tooling for use in the Boeing-Vega (Lockheed)-Douglas mess preduction 
program. Later served with the BVD Committee for the War Department to 
coordinate manegement of the B-17 program. During this time, conducted con- 
siderable flight testing. 


In mid-1941, accepted a position with the War Department with station at 
Douglas as liaison engineer on the B-19 program and participated in flight 
testing and acceptance of various military aircreft. 


On December 7, 1941, transferred to the Army Air Force Resident Representa- 
tives Office at Consolidated Aircraft Corporation, San Diego, Caiif., as 
liaison engineer on the LB-30/B-24, B-32 and B-36 Programs. Served on Mock- 
up Boards and was directly responsible for establishing B-24 modification 
programs and coordinating all engineering, production and inspection criteria 
at various facilities producing or modifying B-24's. Participated in the 
B-29/B-32 evaluations and conducted trouble-shooting missions on the B-24 in 
combat in Alaska, North Africa and Australia. Also, served with the E-24 
Committee. 


On Octoter 1, 1942, was accepted into the Aviation Cadet Program but was 
deferred from active duty until Februery 1943 to allow compietion of some 
unfinished projects. ‘Sompleted twenty-seven months and over 1500 flight 
hours in combat during W/ II. Also, participated in a flight test program 
in India in an attempt to extend the range of the B-29 beyond its designed 
120,000# gross weight capability. 


Post WW II assignments include: (1) 1946-47, “Assistant for Interchangeability 
and Standardization, Aircraft Division, AMC. (Conducted technical intelli-. 
gence tour in Burope and introduced use of precision industrial optics to the 
aerospace industry) (2) 1948-50, Air Force Plant Representative, Foeing, 
Wichita. (Instituted B-29/B-50 modification program, Inflight Refueling 
program and B-47 production program) (3) 1950-52, Chief, Operations Office, 
Aircreft Division, AMC. (Established production, modification and support 
programs required for the Koreen War) (4) 1952-53, Chief, Aircreft Branch, 
Defense Production Division, U. S. Special Revresentatives Office in Hurove. 
(Programmed, budgeted, evaluated aircraft suitability, erranged licensing, 
negotiated bilateral agreements and coordinated final programs in establishing 
the aircraft portion of the NATO Offshore Procurement Program which emanated 
from the 1951 Lisbon Agreement) (5) 1954-55, Executive Comptroller, AMC. 

(6) 1956, Student at Air University. (7) 1957-61, Assistant B-58 Program 
Director-Integretion, Aeronautical Systems Division, AFSC. (Participated in 
all facets of major development and production programs. Specifically 
responsible for all programming, budgeting and contract integration functions) 
(8) 1962-64, Air Staff Congressional Hearing Specialist, USAF. (Prepared 
statements and backup testimony end briefed witnesses re items of committee 
interest) (9) 1965-To Present, Market Planning, Sales and Product Development 
activities for The Boeing Company. (Provide management visibility on new 
product requirements and vlan for their evolution. Also, responsible for Sales 
in Latin America end South Africa). 











COMMITTEES: 
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES 
ARMED SERVICES 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 
APPROPRIATIONS, EX OFFICIO 
JOINT ECONOMIC 
DEMOCRATIC POLICY 
DEMOCRATIC STEERING 


STUART SYMINGTON 
MISSOURI 


STANLEY R. FIKE 


io) (nited Dlates Denate ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


March 27, 1967 


General Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear Orval: 


Many thanks for your letter of March 21 and I 
appreciated having the analysis. 


One of the troubles is the rapidly changing 
art of national defense which I estimate has 
changed more in the last 20 years than in the 
previous thousand. 


At times they may not have exactly what they 
want but you far more than most people know that 
shortages are inevitable when sudden changes 
occur in plans, especially heavy additions. 


For example, with respect to the Special Forces 
camps there was a heavy shortage of flares for 
air support, this in turn because no one had 
the remotest idea that with flares air support 
could be so vitally important. 


It was fine hearing from you and I send you every 
good wish. 


ss/1 








21 March 1967 


Senator Stuart Symington 
United States Senate 
Washington, DB. C. 


Dear Stuart: 


One decision that evidently was made five or more years 
ago resulted in reduction of airplane pilot training. Secretary 
McNamara is reported to maintain that there are no cockpit vacancies 
in Viet Nam. What appears to me te be urgent measures to forestall 
cockpit vacancies in Viet Nam are now under way. I strongly suspect 
form perusal of evidence publicly available, that if the U. S. were 
confronted with an emergency requiring the use of military aircraft 
other than in Viet Nam, there would be a serious shortage of qual+ 
ified military pilots. 


From what I read, coupled with my past experience, I am 
satisfied thet.there is avsgrewing shortage of fighter and ground 
support aircraft, perhaps other than in Viet Nam, which limited 
or belated production and withdrawals from dead storage will not 
satisfy. If my conclusions are correct, this situation obviously 
is the result of decisions taken several years ago. 


Some years ago a decision evidently was made to either 
reduce or eliminate training of sharpshooters and development and 
procurement of specialized weapons for their use. The need for 
sharpshooters became very evident after our ground troops commenced 
operations in contact with the Viet Cong, and hasty measures had 
to be taken to train and equip sharpshooters. 


fhe following may be akin to shoeing dead horses or 
digging up dead cats, but it is illustrative. I am not convinced 
that there was not a real shortage of the r sice type 0 
bomb when the “bomb shortege” was a topic discussion, a 
tonnage point of view there no doubt was no shortage, and there 
are lots of people who don't understand that ten 1001b. bombs 
won't do the work of one 1,000lb. in heavy demolition. A World 
War II analogy that I recall very well was when the Red Ball 
Express was delivering record tonnages of artillery ammunition, 
pom the required calibers were not arriving at the correct destin- 
ationse ; 














It is my belief that cost effectiveness is an 
excellent tool if it is used judiciously, It is an extension 
of the princidpe that you emphasized when you were Secretary 
of the Air Force, and I feel certain that its application has 
resulted in reforms that weewe long overdue and has served to 
get either more of better defense for each dollar expended. 
However, I seriously doubt that it has resulted in all of the 
monetary"savings" which have been credited to its author, 
This, I admit, is “informed” conjecture on my part, but I 
never have seen and never expect to see any statement of prem 
fums that are being and have been paid to secure emergency 
production of training, supplies and equipment on which"savings"” 
were realized¢a few years previously. 


It is my hope that combat effectiveress is considered 
alongside cost effectiveness, and that an element of judgement 
is applied which will result in minimum personnel casualties 
when put to the test. In my opinion there is no such thing as 
"acceptable" casualties, no matter how small the number may be. 


Sorry I can't pinpoint by exant dates the examples 
above. I do not have and have not had atcess to the records 
that would refute or substantiate what I have stated to be my 
opinions. 

With my best regards, 


Sincerely, 


Orval R. Cook 


~ 
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March 20, 1967 


General Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 220k} 


Dear Orval: 


Many thanks for your note of March 19th and 
apologies for not having been in touch with 
you -= the time demands down here/|are something. 


I do appreciate your letter and was just wonder- 
ing if you could put your finger on specific 
decisions made five, six or seven/years ago 


{ 
that have not worked out. wk @ ; 
Ath ™ 
baw” Sinéerely, 


) a mee 


ae 
CT stuart Symington 


$s/1 
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Senator Stuart Symington i 
United States Senate ii 
Washington, De CG. : 





Dear Stuarts Ad 


au The article “Where Are They Now? that appeared 
in the Air Force Times of March 15, 1967, quoted me some- 
what out of context. Therefore I believe that the best 


‘Reply to your question ig your letter of Merch 10th is to 


send to you a copy of the pertinent portion of my letter 
to the Army Times Publishing Company which was used as a 
basis for the article. | 


Incidentally I believe that the term “dove” as 
it currently is being used is an insult to that member 
of the bird world. A dove, although peaceably inclined, 
will, like most other birds, resist intrusion into his 
nest or “territory”, even by fighting. Perhaps something 
like "Oyster" would be more desoriptive.of those who relish 
the title of "dove". ‘ 


; If this reply to your letter is not responsive 
to your question in it, I would prefer to disouss it with 
you whenever we can mutually arrange @ meeting. 


With my highest regards, _ 


Sincerely ’ 








OO 






AIR FORCE TIMES 








EN. ORVAL R..COOK graduated from West Point 45 

¥ years ago and began a military career lasting until 

1956, when he retired as Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Euro- 

pean Command. Since then he has gained prominence in defense- 

related industrial circles, traveled widely, and found time to fish, 

hunt and practice skeet shooting. He is determined to improve 
his markmanship, he told Air Force Times. 

In 1957, he assumed the presidency of the Aerospace Indus- 
tries Association, which today represents more than 61 manufac- 
turers of space products. General Cook served the Association 
until 1961. During his AIA tenure, he was closely associated with 
the birth of NASA, the entry of the U.S. into its space program, 
and the introduction of U.S. designed and built commercial jets 
into world commerce. 

Later in 1961, the government called upon Cook to chair the 
FAA’s Supersonic Transport Advisory Group. 

General Cook is currently a board director of the Thiokol 
Chemical Corp., the First National Bank of Washington, D.C., the 
United Services Life Insurance Co., and a private foundation. 
General and Mrs. Cook reside in Falls Church, Va., a suburb of 
Washington. 

The general told the Times that, while he supports civilian 
control of Defense, professional military advice should not be 
ignored when decisions on military matters are needed. 

Strict acceptance of advice from “civilian experts can result 
in some bad decisions coming to light long after the experts have 

faded into oblivion, but for which the military will be held re- 
sponsible by the public.” Decisions made seven or more years ago 
are now showing up in DoD operations, he notes. 







MARCH 15, 1967 





Where Are They Now? 

























































































General Cook 
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DEMOCRATIC STEERING WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


March 110, 1967 


General Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Dear Orval: 
Someone sent me "Where Are They Now?" - a review 


of your superb record in the Air Force Times of 
March 15. 





It closes by your saying, "Decisions made seven or 
more years ago are now showing up in DoD operations." 


Some of us are working hard to preserve the proper 
concept of airpower as the so-called ‘doves' of 
today continue for various reasons to try to 
denigrate it. 


With that premise would you be good enough to let 
me know what you had in mind when you made that 
comment. 


My warm personal regards. 


__._—~ Sincerely, — 





ss/1 ( vart Symington 








INLAND STEEL COMPANY 
30 WEST MONROE STREET 


CHICAGO 60603 
CLARENCE B. RANDALL 
RETIRED 


February 10, 1967 


Dear General Cook: 


Do forgive me for this long delay in 
acknowledging your very kind letter of January 23rd, 
but, as you may know, Chicago has been completely 
buried in snow for nearly two weeks, and I have had 
great difficulty in getting to my office at all. 


I was delighted to hear from you again, 
for your letter brought back such happy and vivid memories 
of my sudden plunge into governmental activities back in 
1948. It was that summer that completely changed my life, 
as it was because of my service under Paul Hoffman that I 
was later asked by President Eisenhower to join his staff 
at the White House, and that, in turn, led to my taking 
assignments for President Kennedy. 


And how well I remember those meetings 
in Paris, after I had so unexpectedly undertaken that 
mission to Turkey. 


Writing came to me late in life, but letters 
such as yours bring a satisfaction that no money can value, 
and I am always both interested and amused when friends 
of mine pick up one of my books on the bargain counter. 


I do so hope that somehow, somewhere, our 
paths may cross again. 


Your own career has been a very distinguished 
one, and we would have so much to talk about. 


Meanwhile, I send you my best. 
Sincerely, 
General Orval R. Cook 


6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 








Fort Laramie, Wyoming 82212 





July 12, 1966 


General (Ret.) Orval R. Cook, U. S. Air Force 
510 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear General Cook: 


I regret I was not on duty the day of your visit to old Fort Laramie. 
The ranger at the information counter called|my home when your son, 
Major Peyton E, Cook, presented the letter of introduction from General 
Finley, but as is usually the case on my days “off duty" I was out in 
the field doing some research. On this particular day, I was at the 
old “Government Farm" twelve miles north of Fort Laramie. Had he been 
able to contact me I would have come out at once, as I would have 
counted it a privilege to show you around the most historic fort in 

the west. 


Charles C. Sharp, the Superintendent in charge of the historic site, 
regrets that he did not know you and your son were here as he would 
have liked to meet any friends of General Finley. We are indebted 
to General Finley for several historic documents and photographs of 
his grandfather, Thomas B. Dewees, Captain, 2nd Cavalry, and Major, 
9th Cavalry, who was stationed here in 1866-67. Captain Dewees' 
daughter, General Finley's Mother, was born here in 1867. 


We are looking forward to General Finley's visit and hope the weather 
is pleasant as we would like to take him to some of the nearby places 
where his grandfather Dewees was stationed, such as Fort Fetterman or 
Fort Robinson. 


We realize that you probably do not get to the Rocky Mountain states 
often, but knowing that the USMA and University of Wyoming meet in a 
football game at Laramie, Wyoming, this fall, we thought possibly you 
might be attending the game. If you do, we hope you will be able to 
visit the old fort again, as it is only 111 miles from the City of 
Laramie over good paved roads, 


We would like to show you our research library, our copies of the 
existing old records and our historic photograph file. 


gor ee 
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Even if it may not be our good fortune to have another visit from 
you, it is a pleasure to be able to add your name to the list of 
famous General Officers who have been at Fort Laramie, such as 
Sherman, Sheridan, Merritt, Mackenzie and Gibbon. 


Sincerely yours, 


qu 


William J.NShay 
Ranger Historian\ 








LINWOOD HOLTON 
POST OFFICE BOX 1967 
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24009 
PHONE 344-7786 


VINCENT CALLAHAN 
FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 


D. DORTCH WARRINER 
FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL 





REPUBLICAN NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR 


November 9, 1965 


Mr. Orval R. Cook 

6319 Crosswoods Drive 

Falls Church, Virginia 22044 
Dear Mr. Cook: 


Thanks for your nice note of November) 5th. We did 
make great progress, and I do look forward to contributing 
further in the future. I could not consider running for 
United States Senate, but we shall take another look four 
years from now at the governor's race. 


Cordially yours, 
fors-om) Mba, 
Linwood Holton 


ALHJIr/hat 


““Let’s Make Virginia FIRST AGAIN!’’ 








LINWOOD HOLTON 
POST OFFICE BOX 1967 
ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24009 
PHONE 344-7786 


VINCENT CALLAHAN 
FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 


D. DORTCH WARRINER 
FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL 





REPUBLICAN NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR 


June 29, 1965 


Mr. Orval R. Cook 
6319 Crosswoods Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Dear Mr. Cook: 


Many thanks for the boost you gave our campaign by attending 
the reception for Mrs. Holton and me at the Fairfax Golf and 
Country Club last week. We were most pleased at our reception 
in that area, and we surely look forward to coming back. 


Let us know if you have any suggestions about the campaign 
from time to time. 


Cordially yours, 


ee, 


—. y, yf, : 


Linwdod Holton 


ALHJr/hat 


““Let’s Make Virginia FIRST AGAIN!’? 





GERALD R. FORD 
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
425 CHERRY STREET SE. 
GRAND RAPIDS 


Congress of the united States 
Office of the Minority Leader 


House of Representatives 
Washington, B.C. 


January 23, 1965 


Mr. Orval R. Cook 
General USAF (Ret) 
510 Crosswoods Drive 


Falls Church, Virginia 22044 


Dear Mr. Cook: 

Thank you for your kind message of congratulations and good 
wishes on the occasion of my selection as| Minority Leader of 
the House of Representatives. 


I deeply appreciate having your support and trust in my lead- 
ership. It is my firm intention to exert every effort to 
justify that continued trust and confidence. 


I appreciated your enclosure of the article 'Is Policy a 
Product of Politics." I did read this and I find it to be 
very good. It does do a fine job of pointing out some of 


the disturbing trends in 
glad that you brought it 


Thank you again for your 
regards, 


Sincerely, 


/) 
es a 


Gerald R. Ford, M.C. 
4 


GRF : jb 


the defense establishment and I am 
to my attention. 


kind wishes, and) warmest personal 





